Sordin Supreme Pro Electronic Hearing Protectors 

	10/17/04 - The introduction of electronic hearing protection a number of years ago gave shooters the best of both worlds - attenuation from damaging levels of noise, and the ability to hear ambient sounds at the same time. Everyone knows that unprotected exposure to the noise of firearms results in permanent hearing loss, but there are situations in which standard ear plugs or muffs are a hinderance, when the ability to hear ambient sounds is required for situational awareness to be retained. Law enforcement entry teams need to protect their ears against gunshot and distracion device noise, while being able to hear movement and sounds inside a building, and communicating with their team members. On the range, especially during a class, the shooter needs to be able to hear the instructor's commands, without having to take muffs or earplugs out every time. 

I've used the Peltor Tactical 6 hearing protectors for a number of years, but reports started coming back from fellow shooters at Gunsite, whose Tac 6's didn't last through week-long classes. I had heard of the Sordin (made in Sweden) hearing protectors a while back from Pat Roger's, who recommended them highly over the Peltors, for durability and toughness, so my interest was piqued. I contacted Tactical Command Industries, Inc., in Northern California, a leading provider of tactical communication systems, who carry the Sordin Supreme Pro (SSP) protectors. TCII is run by Don Medine, a former police officer. A couple of days later, a pair of OD green SSP's showed up at my door. The SSPs also form the basis for TCII's Liberator II Tactical headset, which provides hearing protection combined with two-way communication. 

The SSPs have a more comfortable headband than the Peltors, with a leather covering that provides some padding. They also fold into a very compact package. Here are some of the other features of the SSP:

· Low profile earcups that can be worn under ballistic helmets and do not interfere with achieving cheek weld for right or left-handed shooters. 

· Two seperate, rubber-shielded microphones that provide stereo, bi-directional hearing, which the user uses to determine the direction of sounds (situational awareness). The headset is rated for a NRR of 18. 

· 5 sound levels (max 82 dB), controlled by the '+' and '-' buttons on each side onf the 'on/off' button. The two highest levels amplify ambient sounds over a persons' natural hearing. I adjust mine to match my normal hearing level. The unit retains memory of the last sound level, which I find a very convenient feature. 

· 600 hours from two AAA batteries - these are stored in a watertight compartment accessed from the back of the right earcup. Unscrew the knurled cap, pop the old ones out, stick in some new ones and you're good to go. No need to remove the cushion and foam of both earcups like the Peltors. Much easier and faster. 

· Audible signal when buttons are pressed, and a battery saving mode, which turns off the unit after 4 hours of no buttons being pressed, with an audible warning sound 2 minutes before auto shut-off. Note that the unit does not have to be turned on to provide hearing protection - it functions like any other non-electronic hearing protector. A low battery life warning signal also sounds when 40 hours of battery life or less remain. 

· 3.5mm audio jack for input from communications or electronic devices. 

I liked the one button on/off instead of the Peltor's independant rotary switches on each side, as the SSP is much faster to turn on and have at the right level. The only time where independant adjustment may be needed is if a person suffers different levels of hearing loss in each ear. I wore the SSPs for an 8-hour carbine/pistol class and pretty much forgot they were on, even though it was 85°F. Never once did they get in the way. There was none of the annoying 'clipping' that I experienced with the Peltors, which would tend to cut off when sensing a sharp, but non-injurious low level noise (like two magazines hitting each other, or snapping your fingers).

I connected one of my FRS radios to the SSPs via the 3.5mm input jack, and it worked as expected. I'd have to rig up a seperate mic and PTT button to use it for two-way comms, but TCII offers dedicated headsets in their Liberator models, which come in one and two radio versions. Besides the SSPs, TCII has a plethora of high-end professional communications devices - do check out their website - you'll drool over their products (I know I do). In summary, I'm very pleased and impressed with the Sordin Supreme Pro's - they're a good piece of gear.
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